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What & Why
We propose a test of a reduction in the armor requirements for heavy rapier.  Specifically, we propose reducing the armor requirements as follows: Rigid Cup, Gorget, fencing mask (same as current), plus abrasion-resistant fabric for the entire body, with a concern about overlap preventing gaping to show bare skin only on the torso.

Given that An Tir allows only what society refers to as “heavy rapier” combat – no epees, foils, or flexi-daggers or anything similar that breaks with any likelihood of spiral fractures – we submit that armoring to protect combatants from said spiral fractures is unnecessary.  Further, we have several Western Martial Arts schools in the mundane region occupied by the kingdom where much reduced armor standards have been in effect for years with no issues or injury concerns for the hundreds of participants involved.  There’s a fair bit of crossover between the two groups, so we have quite a few members who are already comfortable fighting rapier in cup, gorget, mask, shorts and t-shirt.  Further, for the past several years, many rapier combatants in An Tir have been using UnderArmor brand shirts and similar stretchy fabrics as armor, with no adverse effects or issues.   So in effect, we have already been testing this reduced level of armor in An Tir for several years.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conjunction with the reduced armor requirements, we propose requiring that tips on rapiers and daggers be affixed more firmly than current SCA rules require.  We propose using archery blunts (bunny busters), and attaching them using a cement / glue in addition to fiber tape.  Weapon tips will be covered with a folded piece of leather or metal inside the rubber tip. The cement / glue aids in preventing blow-throughs as well as in ensuring the tip does not come off in combat.  While many of us have been struck without significant injury by untipped blades while wearing only t-shirts for protection, we’d prefer not to have participants struck with force on such a small cross-section as an untipped blade provides.

How will this change improve rapier combat?  It will help prevent heat stroke and heat exhaustion; it will allow participants to play in garb that more closely resembles historical garb, and it makes the participants more comfortable.

How
We propose to have participants wear reduced armor in normal SCA rapier combat.  Opponents will be informed of the reduced armor before each bout, and will be able to request that participants armor up to current SCA standards if they don’t feel comfortable with their opponent wearing reduced armor.  In addition, anyone facing someone wearing reduced armor shall be required to have their tip affixed in place with cement / glue and fiber tape instead of the current “any tape will do” methodology.

We already have thousands of hours of fighting in reduced armor in a WMA context (we can provide videos of WMA practices and tournaments where we’re wearing t-shirts as torso protection) with no injuries beyond bruises of the sort we already get from heavy rapier combat in existing SCA armor (given our armor is to protect against punctures, not bruising), so the experiment will be to determine if we can bring the reduced armor standards from the martial arts training of WMA to the more casual sports-oriented bouting of SCA rapier combat.  Success will be defined as having no injuries beyond normal bruising, and combatants who feel comfortable facing a variety of SCA combatants whilst wearing the reduced armor.  Any significant injury to a participant shall result in the suspension of the experiment.  Any significant injury to a participant that can be assigned as being due to the reduced armor shall result in the experiment being considered a failure and halted immediately.

All experiment participants shall provide a written report after every practice and tournament containing their feelings about the reduced armor and any injuries sustained.  Every month, the experiment author will provide a consolidated report of all the reports received from all the participants.

Risks
There is always the chance that thousands of combat hours already logged will be contra-indicated by the SCA results, and we’ll end up with an injury  Each participant will be asked to sign and submit an acknowledgement of risk that reads as follows:
Rapier combat is a combative sport, and as such is inherently dangerous.  The current SCA armor standard for rapier combat is designed to safeguard a fighter who is struck with a broken epee, foil or flexi-dagger.  To that end, it involves rigid protection of the front and sides of the head, the throat and neck, and the groin of male participants, with puncture resistant* cloth over most of the body.  Given that the weapons used in heavy rapier do not present the same dangers (spiral fractures, etc) as foils, epees and flexi-daggers, we are experimenting with an armor standard that does not concern itself with potential spiral fractures of a weapon.  To that end, participants in this experiment shall be required to wear rigid head protection (a fencing mask or helm), a rigid gorget, and rigid groin protection for male participants.  The remainder of the body shall be covered with a minimum of abrasion-resistant fabric.  I.E., participants will wear normal SCA garb with a cup, gorget and mask.  The weapons used in heavy rapier tend to break flat, and near the hilt, on the rare occasions when they do break.  However, there is always a chance that a participant will be struck with a broken weapon, or a weapon whose tip has been dislodged.

As a participant in this experiment, I acknowledge and accept the risks disclosed above, and agree to participate despite them.  I agree to hold the SCA and its agents and officers blameless in the case of injury.

Where and When
We propose a 6 month experiment, starting in three locations and expanding from there.  We have a surfeit of volunteers already.  I propose, initially, to have Don Chrestien de Valois lead a group in Oregon, Don Talentus lead a group in Washington, Don Warwick Drakkar lead a group in British Columbia, and Don Thoré de Bethune lead a group in Saskatchewan.  Each group will consist of no more than 6 participants who are experienced rapier combatants.  After the first 2 months, we will open the experiment to all white scarves in An Tir, and after 4 months, to two additional people per white scarf participating, at the suggestion of the participating white scarf.

Who
List the following:
Person in charge of the experiment, with name, email, and phone: Gary Spechko, toray1627@yahoo.com, (306)501-6532
Back-up person, with name, email, and phone: Jason Isaak, luther_magnus@hotmail.com, 
Person who will send reports to the SRM, with name and email: Gary Spechko, toray1627@yahoo.com, (306)501-6532
Other people managing the experiment and their role: 
· Christian Stevenson (managing the Oregon participants), chrestien.valois@gmail.com 
· Jacob Snow (managing Washington participants), snowjc@gmail.com 
· Sean Penney (managing the British Columbia participants), warwickdrakkar@gmail.com 

Participants, how and when they will be used, and why they are qualified to be included (can be listed by name, or by qualification, such as “anyone authorized in case of rapier more than 1 year”):
As listed above.  Names of initial participants to follow.

Communication
Reduced armor experiment for heavy rapier – An Tir
We are testing the feasibility of reducing armor requirements for heavy rapier to levels similar to what is seen in the WMA community – cup, gorget, mask, and abrasion-resistant fabric.


